
 
 

 

Evening Prayer 

January 15, 2025 

Wednesday after  the First Sunday after the Epiphany 

Richard Meux Benson and Charles Gore 

http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/benson&gore.htm 

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.”   John 8:12 

Confession of Sin    

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us 
in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 

 

 



 
 

 

O Gracious Light    

O gracious light,  
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,  
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!   
 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,  
and our eyes behold the vesper light,  
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   
 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,  
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,  
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Psalm 12  BCP p. 597 

Help me, LORD, for there is no godly one left; * 
the faithful have vanished from among us. 

Everyone speaks falsely with his neighbor; * 
with a smooth tongue they speak from a double heart. 

Oh, that the LORD would cut off all smooth tongues, * 
and close the lips that utter proud boasts! 

Those who say, “With our tongue will we prevail; * 
our lips are our own; who is lord over us?” 

“Because the needy are oppressed, and the poor cry out in misery, * 
I will rise up,” says the LORD,  “and give them the help they long for.” 

The words of the LORD are pure words, * 
like silver refined from ore  and purified seven times in the fire. 

O LORD, watch over us * 
and save us from this generation for ever. 

The wicked prowl on every side, * 
and that which is worthless is highly prized by everyone. 

Psalm 13  BCP p. 597 

How long, O LORD? will you forget me for ever? * 
how long will you hide your face from me? 

How long shall I have perplexity in my mind, and grief in my heart, day 
after day? * 
how long shall my enemy triumph over me? 

Look upon me and answer me, O LORD my God; * 
give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 



 
 

 

Lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over him,” * 
and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. 

But I put my trust in your mercy; * 
my heart is joyful because of your saving help. 

I will sing to the LORD, for he has dealt with me richly; * 
I will praise the Name of the Lord Most High. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 

The First Lesson Eph. 2:1-10 
A Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians. 

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following 
the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that 
is now at work among those who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them 
in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were 
by nature children of wrath, like everyone else.  

But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even 
when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by 
grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in 
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by 
grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God— not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what 
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand to be our way of life.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

S. A Song of Our True Nature  Julian of Norwich 

Christ revealed our frailty and our falling, * 
our trespasses and our humiliations. 

Christ also revealed his blessed power, * 
his blessed wisdom and love. 

He protects us as tenderly and as sweetly when we are in greatest need; * 
he raises us in spirit and turns everything to glory and joy without ending. 

God is the ground and the substance, the very essence of nature; * 
God is the true father and mother of natures. 

We are all bound to God by nature, * 
and we are all bound to God by grace. 



 
 

 

And this grace is for all the world, * 
because it is our precious mother, Christ. 

For this fair nature was prepared by Christ for the honor and nobility of all, * 
and for the joy and bliss of salvation. 

 

The Second Lesson Mark 1:29-45 
 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Mark. 
As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, 
with James and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and 
they told him about her at once. He came and took her by the hand and lifted her 
up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.  

That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed 
with demons. And the whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured 
many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he 
would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. In the morning, 
while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he 
prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they found him, 
they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” He answered, “Let us go on to 
the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is 
what I came out to do.” And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message 
in their synagogues and casting out demons.  

A leper came to him begging him, and kneeling he said to him, “If you choose, you 
can make me clean.” Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched 
him, and said to him, “I do choose. Be made clean!” Immediately the leprosy left 
him, and he was made clean. After sternly warning him he sent him away at once, 
saying to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the 
priest, and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, as a testimony to 
them.” But he went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the word, so 
that Jesus could no longer go into a town openly, but stayed out in the country; 
and people came to him from every quarter.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

17. The Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
and the glory of your people Israel. 



 
 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

Reflections on the Confession 

Led by Mary Muir 
 

The Apostles’ Creed  BCP p. 96 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 



 
 

 

 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A    

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of the Day 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him 
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are 
baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess 
him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 
God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 

Collect: Richard Benson and Charles Gore 
 
Gracious God, who kindled in your servants Richard Meux Benson and Charles 
Gore the grace to lead a revival of monastic life: Grant us also the resolve to serve 
you faithfully in contemplation and prayer, ministering to the world that you have 
made, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, ever one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
 



 
 

 

A Collect for Peace    

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgements, and all just 
works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that 
our minds may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered 
from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies 
of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission    

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth upon 
us the spirit of love, that in companionship with one another your abounding grace 
may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

We offer intercessions and thanksgivings from our heart 

either silently or aloud or in the chat function. 

 

We pray for healing for those on the parish prayer list, including:  

Allison, Phoebe Babb, Kristin Baird, Bruna, Heather Cameron, Cathie Cardelucci, 
Lydia Cedrone, Ann Daily, Dave, John DeNatale, Peggy Downs, Jonathan English, 
David Fieldhouse, Claudette Forss, Connor Gallagher, Kristen Goddard, Louise 
Haldeman, Lester Hartman, Karen Dodd Howard, Jeffrey, Jerry, John, Ginny 
Johnson, Jordan, Debra Katt-Lloyd, John & Theresa Kelly, Kevin MacKenzie, 
Keith & Joanne Manville, Mark Martino, Nancy McAllister, Melissa, Becky Miller, 
Sebastian Miller and Family, Marcia Muir, Jim & Sara Murphy, T.A.N, Steve 
Newman, Jim O’Reilly, Emma Parese, Pat & Joe, Jane Pennacchia, Muriel Peters, 
Cecilia Powers, Kirk Ronaldson, Cheryl Santarelli, Linda Shapiro, Carol Slaughter, 
Bill & Jan Walsh, Jane Wilkins and Kelly Wood. 

I ask your prayers for the completed life of whom we have been praying.  May 
Peggy Elkins and the souls of all the dearly departed, rest in peace. 

 

A General Thanksgiving (1979 Version)   BCP p. 836 
 
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have 
done for us. We thank you for the splendor of the whole 
creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, 
and for the mystery of love. 
 
We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for 
the loving care which surrounds us on every side. 
 



 
 

 

We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best 
efforts, and for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy 
and delight us. 
 
We thank you also for those disappointments and failures 
that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone. 
 
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the 
truth of his Word and the example of his life; for his steadfast 
obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, 
through which he overcame death; and for his rising to life 
again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 
 
Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know him and 
make him known; and through him, at all times and in all 
places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  BCP p. 102 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 
or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in 
Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 Ephesians 3:20,21 


